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T go to college.
I go on the train from Manchester every
day.

This new guy came to college. His nhame was
Abbas.

First time I met him was on the train. His
dad was with him. He was an old man with
big white trousers.

Abbas was deaf like me. He had a new
hearing aid on.

I signed to him.

He just smiled back.

Abbas came in the class. He couldn't sign
yet. He was from Bangladesh.

He had never been to school.

He had never met any deaf people before.

Abbas is good at football. He lives near me.
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Most days we go on the train to college
together.

One day Abbas wasn't on the train.
Maybe he was ill.

About 12 o'clock Chris came to find me.
She's our tutor and she's deaf too.

‘Where's Abbas? Have you seen him?’ she
signed.

'No, I thought he wasill,' T replied.
She looked worried.

'T texted his dad because he wasn't in,’ she
signed.

'His dad said Abbas left for college at 8

am.



Oh no. Abbas couldn't sign yet. He couldn't
read or write yet either.
Where was he?

About 2pm the police came to college.

I saw the interpreter sign to Chris.
‘We have found a deaf young man. Is he a
student at your college?’

'‘Maybe’ signed Chris. Tt could be Abbas.
Where is he?'

'Newcastle,' said the policeman.
'Newcastle! That's a long way!' signed Chris.
Next day Abbas was on the train again. He
looked happy.

I signed slowly for him: 'Yesterday.... what
happened to you?'



Abbas smiled. He showed the train going a
long, long way.

He showed his face looking lost.

He mimed a policeman talking into a radio.
Abbas explained everything to me in his own
way.

At break we played football. Abbas learnt
some new signs.
He didn't get lost again after that.
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